
EASTER SUNDAY – FAMILY PRAYER SERVICE

 Introduction
Christ is risen! Alleluia! When we read today’s Gospel it is 
easy for us to laugh at Mary of Magdala. How could she not 
have known that Jesus had risen? Sometimes we have to 
remind ourselves that we know how the story goes. Imagine 
the utter shock of visiting the tomb of a loved one to find it 
empty. John’s Gospel notes that even Simon Peter and the 
disciple whom Jesus loved did not understand what had 
happened. Perhaps this is an invitation for each of us to think 
deeply about what the Resurrection means in our own lives.

Ritual at Home
The Easter Sunday liturgy celebrates Resurrection of Jesus 
through the eyes of discipleship. We hear the Gospel story of 
Mary and the disciples running to tomb almost immediately 
before we have the opportunity to renew our own Baptismal 
promises as we profess our faith.

Create a prayer place: the small table covered with white cloth, place on it the “Easter 
Candle”, the one you used at the Vigil, or other. Decorate with flowers. Put on it the 
Bible, and some eggs, if children painted them in different colours. And, important – 
place the bowl of Holy Water, if you have, or just water. All present here should be 
dressed as for a great celebration.

Entrance Song: …………………………..

Presider: In the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

Presider: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, and the Communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.

Presider: As we gathered together as a Family on this Day of Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour, let us open our hearts to new life that Jesus brought to us, and ask for the 
forgiveness and renewal of life, when pray this Act of Contrition. 

(All can now sing the act of contrition: “I confess” or other, as well you can use the below one)

P: Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit: Lord, have mercy
A: Lord, have mercy.
P: You bring pardon and peace to the sinner: Christ, have mercy.
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A: Christ, have mercy.
P: You bring light to those in darkness: Lord, have mercy.
A: Lord, have mercy.

All say: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us us to 
everlasting life. Amen.

Now you can sing/say the hymn: Glory to God in the highest…

Opening Prayer:     
Presider:
O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, have conquered death and 
unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the 
Lord's Resurrection may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.

All sit down and open their ears and hearts to Listen to the Word of God:

Readings: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041220.cfm   (you can use the link for readings in English)

1. Acts 10:34a. 37-43
2. Psalm:
Responsorial Psalm  PS 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23.

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his mercy endures forever.
Let the house of Israel say,
“His mercy endures forever.”
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

“The right hand of the LORD has struck with power;
the right hand of the LORD is exalted.
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.”
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
By the LORD has this been done;
it is wonderful in our eyes.
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

3. Colossians 3:1-4

2

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041220.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Psalms/118:1


Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed;
let us then feast with joy in the Lord.
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-9   After readings, could be sharing the
Word of God, among the family members

Profession of Faith & RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL
PROMISES

P. Dear FAMILY MEMBERS, Christ on the Cross and in his
Resurrection, won his final victory over the devil. He made pardon available to everyone, 
and put at our disposal the means to defeat the devil at every temptation. Each Christian, 
throughout his life, must complete in himself the victory of Christ over the devil. When we 
were baptised, we promised to break with sin altogether, to have nothing to do with it again, to
"die to sin” just as a person, who dies, breaks altogether with the world around him. At 
Baptism we too rose to a new life in Christ, sharing with him his own Holy Spirit. Today, as we 
rejoice at the Resurrection of Christ, and share in it through his Holy Spirit in us, let us renew 
once again what we promised on the day of our Baptism: 

P. Are really determined to break with sin in your life?
All. I am 
P. Are you determined to oppose sin in all its forms in the community in which you live? 
All. I am. 
P. Will you do your best to save your Christian Brothers and Sisters from sin and help 
them rise when fallen into it? 
All. I will. 
P. We confess that God created heaven and earth and all that exists. We are grateful to 
him for having made us his children and enabled us to call him Father. Do you promise to 
lead a life worthy of a child of God? 
All. I promise.
P. We confess that Jesus Christ, out of love for people, came into the world to save us, 
that was born of the Virgin Mary, that he was crucified, died and was buried thus obtaining 
forgiveness for our sins. We confess that he rose from the dead giving us a share in his own 
life. We proclaim that he went up to heaven and sits now at the right hand of the Father, 
interceding for us. Are you determined to live according to the Gospel he proclaimed, to make
Christ your way, truth and life? 
All. I am. 
P. We believe that the Holy Spirit is both life of the Church and of each one of us. Do you 
promise to lead a life as one who is the temple of the Holy Spirit?
All.  I promise. 
P. We confess that Christ left to his Church the power to forgive sins; we are
grateful to him for forgiving our sins in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Do you
sincerely forgive all those who in any way have offended you? 
All. I forgive. 
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P. We believe that God has prepared for us an everlasting life and joy in heaven; we 
believe that our mortal bodies will rise again. Will you go on preparing in joyful hope for the 
coming of Christ at the moment of your death and for final coming at the end of the world? 
All. I will. 
P. Dear Family Members, This is our faith, this is the source of our hope and our joy in 
life. Strengthened by the Holy Spirit in us, the victory of Christ over the devil will be completed
also in us. We shall reign with him; we shall rejoice in the company of our brothers and sisters
who have already attained to everlasting life in heaven.

Now, every member comes to the table where the bowl with Holy water or just
water is placed, and each person is welcome to sign themselves with the Holy
Water, saying: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
Amen, recalling the waters of Baptism and our commitment to life in Christ. 
While all are sprinkling themselves with holy water, a hymn having reference to
baptism is sung.

INTERCESSIONS:
P. Confident  that  the  living  God  is  truly  present  in  our  lives,  we  raise  our  petitions,
confident that they will be heard.

V. For Pope Francis and all church leaders: May they guide the faithful with the patience and
kindness, the Risen Christ shows to the disciples, in this time of pandemic. Lord hear us.
All:  Risen Lord, graciously hear us.

V: For all who support and nurture life, especially healthcare workers, teachers, and public
servants, in this time of fighting with coronavirus: May they find strength, protection and 
fulfillment in their vocation of service to others. Lord, hear us.
All:  Risen Lord, graciously hear us.

V. For all who work for equality and justice among the peoples: May they never
tire of proclaiming the peace of Christ in today’s world. Lord, hear us.
All:  Risen Lord, graciously hear us.

V. For all who are sad, lonely and suffering during this time of Easter: May they
find the consolation of Christ through all those who love and support them.
Lord, hear us.
All:  Risen Lord, graciously hear us.

V. Now, let us present the intentions we have in our hearts ……………………… Lord, hear us.
All:  Risen Lord, graciously hear us.
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
Gathering these prayers together, as well as those we hold in the silence of our hearts,
we pray in the words that Jesus taught us.

Our Father...
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 An Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori

All:  My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer to stop the Coronavirus
Almighty and Merciful Father, who show your love to all your creation. We come before you 
asking for a quick control of the Corona Virus currently ravaging our world. Hear graciously 
the prayers we make for those affected by the virus in various parts of the world. Grant 
healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead and consolation to the bereaved families. We pray 
that an effective medicine to combat the sickness be speedily found. We pray for the relevant 
Governments and Health Authorities that they take appropriate steps for the good of the 
people. Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us our failings. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Prayer: 
P: Loving God,
We celebrate the life and love that you proclaim and share with us.
May we know the joy of your Resurrection in our hearts
as we strive to share this joy with others.
Like Mary, Simon Peter and the beloved disciple,
may we run to spread the Good News of the life and love you share.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia!
for he whom you were worthy to bear, Alleluia!
has risen as he said, Alleluia!
Pray for us to God, Alleluia!

All:   May Almighty  God bless  us,  protect  us  from all  evil  and bring us  to everlasting  life.  
Amen! Alleluia!

Praise the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia                  All are invited to share a sign of Christ’s peace.

Please spend the time together as family, sharing your life’s experiences, showing mutual love and care.

May the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, Bless you All.
Your in Christ, praying for All of you in daily Holy Mass,

+ Stanislaw Jan Dziuba, OSPPE
Bishop of Catholic Diocese of Umzimkulu
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