
4th  Sunday of Easter – JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
                                        AND WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

Dear Families,

Today we are celebrating the Sunday, which 
called the Sunday of Good Shepherd, as the 
readings are showing Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd and the Gate to the God’s Kingdom. 
This is also the special day for prayers for 
Shepherds of today’s Church – Bishops and 
Priests as well for the Vocations to Priesthood 
and to the Service the Gospel in our 
Communities. 
So Dear Families, in your prayers join  your 
hearts with your priests and Bishop, who are 
celebrating the Sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross 
for your salvation and of the whole world, 
although separated because of the pandemic. 

But in Jesus, our Good Shepherd and Savior we joined together as one Church, and his flock of sheep. 

Prepare: The small table, cover with white cloth, cross, candles, picture of Jesus Good 
Shepherd if you have, Bible. This is your small altar of your family, where all will gather in 
prayers. Choose who will lead the prayers, readings, singing….

Opening Song: ………………………………...

Presider  :  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.

P: Dear Family members, as we gather together for our Sunday Family prayers, let us present 
to our Merciful God our lives, our struggles and failings, to ask for his forgiveness, mercy and 
strength to rise again up to new life, that our Risen Lord and giving us today. And we pray:

P: Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father: Lord have Mercy. 
All: Jesus, our Good Shepherd, have mercy on us.

P: Lord Jesus, you have given us the Consolation of the truth: Christ have mercy.
All: Jesus, our Good Shepherd, have mercy on us.

P: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd, leading us into everlasting life: Lord have Mercy.
All: Jesus, our Good Shepherd, have mercy on us. 

All: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life. Amen.

ALL SING: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST….



Opening prayer:

P: God, our Father, we thank you for sending us your Son, Jesus Christ as our Good 
Shepherd. 
Jesus, Good Shepherd of the flock, you tend and feed and protect your chosen people and only 
ask us to put our trust in your loving care. You invite us at your welcome table and anoint us with 
your Holy Spirit through your Word. Unite our Family as your flock and lead us to green pastures 
of your graces.  Make us ever thankful for all your blessings, O Savior of the world, who are living
and reigning with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

All: Amen.

Now all sit, and open their hearts and ears to Word of God that is
proclaimed to them.

READINGS:

READING 1.     ACTS 2:14A, 36-41

Responsorial Psalm  23: 1-3A, 3B4, 5, 6

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.    R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side.
With your rod and your staff that give me courage.  
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.      R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.      R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

READING 2         1 PETER 2:20B-25

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL:   JOHN 10:1-10

Now, the Family has the opportunity to share the Word
of God, which words made the impact in their hearts,
what they like to share with others.

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/2:14
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1peter/2:20
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23:1


All stand up and profess the faith, using the Apostles Creed: I BELIEVE IN GOD…

Then follows the INTERCESSIONS:

In the G  ospel of St. John   (Jn 10:11–18), Jesus presents Himself as the Good Shepherd of
His flock which is the entire human race, non-Christians included. As the Good Shepherd:
He “lays down his life for the sheep”; He knows his flock and his flock knows him; He is
also concerned with “the other sheep which do not belong to this fold” and thus, He is
at the service of the unity of “one flock and one shepherd.”

So let us turn to our Good Shepherd in prayers:

P. For the shepherds of our Church: our Holy Father Pope Francis, our Bishops and
priests and for all who lead us in the ways of faith, hope and love. Lord Hear Us 
All:  Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us.

P: For our world: that the presence of Jesus the Good Shepherd may bring healing to all those 
infected by coronavirus, peace and joy to all in need, especially those persecuted for their faith. Lord Hear
Us 
All: Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us.

P: For our young people: that they will be open to hear the call of the Good Shepherd to lay down 
their lives in love and service of God and neighbour in Priesthood and religious Life. Lord Hear Us 
All: Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us.

P: For all who serve in our in the essential services fighting the impact of coronavirus in our country 
and around the world: that their generosity and sacrifices may contribute to peace and a better world and 
life of the people. Lord Hear Us 
All: Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us.

P: For our seminarians and all in formation to the priesthood and consecrated life: that they may 
persevere in lives of generosity and love. Lord Hear Us 
All: Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us.

P: For those who have died: especially those from our Family, and those who gave their lives in 
service in to other people and those priests who have served our parish and diocese. Lord Hear Us 
All: Jesus, Good Shepherd, graciously hear us. 

We continue our prayers with the LITANY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: 

Most High God, Shepherd of Israel: 
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who was willing to die for the sheep
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who knows the name of each one of his sheep:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who revives our drooping spirits:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who goes after each sheep that strays:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who rescues his sheep from the wolves:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who guards and guides his wandering sheep:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, who hears the prayers of the whole flock:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.
Good Shepherd, whose goodness and kindness follow us all the days of our life:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.

https://www.catholicsstrivingforholiness.org/4th-sunday-of-easter-good-shepherd-sunday-mass-prayers-and-readings/


Good Shepherd, who pastures his sheep through all eternity:
HEAR US AND HELP US, WE HUMBLY PRAY.

CLOSING   PRAYER  

Jesus, Good Shepherd, you tend your flock unceasingly and know our every
need.  May your crook and your staff always protect us and guide us through
all the troubles of this life. 
(Here we state our needs.)
Good Jesus, remember us in your infinite mercy, set us among the blessed of
your Father, and save us in the time of trial, O Savior of the world, living and
reigning with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Gathering these prayers together, as well as those we hold in the silence
of our hearts,
we pray in the words that Jesus taught us.
Our Father...

 Prayer to stop the Coronavirus
Almighty and Merciful Father, who show your love to all your creation. We come before you
asking for a quick control of the Corona Virus currently ravaging our world. Hear graciously
the prayers we make for those affected by the virus in various parts of the world. Grant
healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead and consolation to the bereaved families. We pray
that an effective medicine to combat the sickness be speedily found. We pray for the relevant 
Governments and Health Authorities that they take appropriate steps for the good of the people. Look 
upon us in your mercy and forgive us our failings.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

An Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori

All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You
into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You. Amen

 Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia!
for he whom you were worthy to bear, Alleluia!
has risen as he said, Alleluia!
Pray for us to God, Alleluia!

Final Blessing
All pray: May the great Shepherd of the flock, by the blood that
sealed an eternal covenant, bless us and keep us safe, in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son and in the Name of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN

Praise the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Yours in Christ, with prayers for All of you,

Bishop Stanislaw Jan Dziuba, OSPPE
Catholic Diocese of Umzimkulu 

COME, FOLLOW ME!
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