
PENTECOST SUNDAY – FAMILY PRAYERS -31st May 2020

INTRODUCTION:
We celebrate today the PENTECOST – the Day of 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the first Disciples of 
Jesus, the First Church of Jesus gathered in prayer together 
with Mary, the Mother of Jesus. It is also the BIRTHDAY of 
our CATHOLIC CHURCH.
After Resurrection Jesus shared his Holy Spirit with the 
apostles and gave them the power of forgiveness of sins.
And he promised the day when the Holy Spirit will be given in
fullness to all who believe in him. It happened at the 

Pentecost Day – 50 days from his Resurrection, which we celebrate today. The Holy Spirit is 
confirming the Apostles and all followers of Jesus in his mission they have to continue in 
proclaiming the Good News to all nations. We all today believe in Jesus because the missionaries 
came to us to shared their faith and love for Jesus. And we are now called to do the same: to share
our faith with others in the power of the Holy Spirit, which we received in our Baptism and 
Confirmation. We are BAPTISED, CONFIRMED by Holy Spirit, and SENT to proclaim the God 
News to others using the gifts that Jesus gave us. Let’s continue our prayers.

To PREPARE:  Small table, covered with white cloth, cross, candles, Bible, pictures of
Jesus or Holy Spirit. Choose who is presiding the family celebration, who is reading
the readings and intercessions, who is singing.

Opening Song to Holy Spirit:  ………………………………………

Presider:

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.
All: And with your spirit.

Presider:

Dear Family Members, let us acknowledge our sins, and failings to follow the inspirations of the Holy
Spirit and the life according to our Christian way of life, and ask for the forgiveness to be prepared 
for this Family Prayer on the day of the coming of the Holy Spirit.

P: Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Holy Spirit: Lord have mercy. 
All: Lord have mercy.

P: Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy.

P: Lord Jesus, you bring light to those in darkness: Lord have mercy. 
All: Lord have mercy.

All say: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us us to 
everlasting life. Amen.
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All Sing: Glory to God in the Highest….
Presider:
OPENING PRAYER:
Let us pray that led by the Holy Spirit, we may lead holy lives:
God, our Father, let the Holy Spirit you sent to your Church to begin the teaching of the
Gospel, continue his work in the hearts of all who believe in your Son, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.

Song to Holy Spirit before Readings …………………….

READINGS: 

Reading 1      ACTS 2:1-11

Responsorial Psalm       PS 104
R.  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
How manifold are your works, O LORD!
the earth is full of your creatures;
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD be glad in his works!
Pleasing to him be my theme;
I will be glad in the LORD.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

If you take away their breath, they perish
and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Reading 2                     1 COR 12:3B-7, 12-13
Alleluia

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel                 JN 20:19-2

After the readings, reflect freely together as the family on the Word of God, that you have heard. Which 
words touched your heart, how it motivated you to do the action, implement it in your life, or your family.

All pray: The CREED….. I believe…..
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INTERCESSIONS:

Presider: 
Let us pray to God our Father who gives us his Holy Spirit through Jesus his Son:
Leader:

1. For our Holy Father Francis, our Bishop ….., Priests, Religious Sisters and Brothers, and Catechists that 
in their work they may look for guidance from the Holy Spirit. Let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

2. For our Family and our Christian Community we live in, that we may remove all obstacles which prevent 
the action of the Holy Spirit in us. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

3. For each one of us, that we may contribute to the good of our Family and our community by maintaining 
and increasing the God’s Gifts and the life in the Holy Spirit within us. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

4. For people who are sick, feeling sad and anxious, for those deprived of consolation and support, for 
discouraged Christians, that they may appeal to the Holy Spirit for comfort, light, strength and find helping 
hand in us. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

5.  For all People, that they may find fervent Christians to lead them to repentance, to faith in Jesus Christ, 
and to the possession of the life in the Holy Spirit. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

6. For all the departed from our family and community, especially who passed away because of Coronavirus
pandemic, that Jesus, seating at the right hand of God the Father, will invite them to home in heaven, and 
console all those who are suffering because of their departure. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Presider:
Father in heaven, we thank you for having sent your Son to give us the Holy Spirit. Make us active members
of our Christian Community, that your Spirit may take possession of every heart around us. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen.

FAMILY COMMISSIONING on PENTECOST 
to become Apostles of Jesus in the Communities.

Song to Holy Spirit: ………………………………

The Presider addresses the Family Members:

Dear Family Members: Today we give thankful witness to the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of our family 
members and our Church community, recalling our Baptism and Confirmation, when we have received the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit and were sent to proclaim the Word of God, and to serve the people of God through 
charitable works.  By water and the Spirit, we have been made new creatures in Christ. Called by the Holy 
Spirit and embraced by the Body of Jesus Christ, his Catholic Church, we have discovered our gifts for the 
ministry in our Church and community, as a way of service that God has placed in each of our hearts, and 
response to God's specific call to offer our gifts and passion in the work of God's kingdom in this community.
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Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, you have poured out your mercy upon us. You have opened
eyes that were blind to the harvest around us. You have opened ears that were deaf to the cry of the sick, 
the poor, and the imprisoned. You have opened minds that perceived only need to realize the deep 
giftedness of all people. You have opened hearts that were hardened to your compassion for all your 
creatures. You have opened hands that are now ready to serve you, laborers into your fields white to 
harvest. 
All: Blessing and honor and glory are yours, now and forever!

The Presider:
He/she can ask the Members of the family, what gifts they received from God, what talents and skills 
they have, how they like to use them for the building up of the family, the Church and the 
Community.  
All share in the family.

After one person share his/her gift and how will use it, All response:

ALL: Thank you, God, for  (Name) and for the service she/he will offer.

After all shared the Family sing the Song to Holy Spirit:

………………………...

Then,  the PRESIDER continues:

P. Come, Holy Spirit!
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit!
P: Fill your servants, our Family Members, with grace and truth, with wisdom and strength, with every 
spiritual gift to engage these ministries/services in your power. Come, Holy Spirit!
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit!
P: Fill us Lord, with your love for each other, that we may support each other in different services and 
help with our prayers, counsel, encouragement, and all things needed that your will be done in us and 
through us. Come, Holy Spirit!
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit!

Prayer for the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who, before ascending into heaven, promised to send the Holy Spirit
to finish your work in the souls of your Apostles and Disciples, grant the same Holy Spirit to me, that He may
perfect in my soul the work of your grace and your love.
Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after 
the things that are eternal, the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of your divine 
truth, the Spirit of Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining Heaven, the
Spirit of Fortitude that I may bear my cross with you,  that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles 
that oppose my salvation, the Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect 
in the way of life of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety that I may find the service of God sweet and pleasant, the 
Spirit of Fear that I may be filled with a loving reverence towards God, and may dread in any way to 
displease Him. 
Mark me, dear Lord, with the sign of your true disciples and animate me in all things with your Spirit. Amen.
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ALL:  Almighty God, look with favor upon Members of our Family
who today reaffirmed commitment to follow Christ and to serve in his name.
Give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation
of witness to the world and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Closing Song to Holy Spirit: …………………….. 

 An Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori

All:  My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I
desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer to stop the Coronavirus
Almighty and Merciful Father, who show your love to all your creation. We come before you asking for a 
quick control of the Corona Virus currently ravaging our world. Hear graciously the prayers we make for 
those affected by the virus in various parts of the world. Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead and
consolation to the bereaved families. We pray that an effective medicine to combat the sickness be speedily 
found. We pray for the relevant Governments and Health Authorities that they take appropriate steps for the 
good of the people. Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us our failings. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
Gathering these prayers together, as well as those we hold in the silence of our hearts, we pray in the words
that Jesus taught us.   Our Father...
All: 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia!
for he whom you were worthy to bear, Alleluia!
has risen as he said, Alleluia!
Pray for us to God, Alleluia!

Blessing:
All:  May Almighty God bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life. Amen! Alleluia!
Praise the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia                  

All are invited to share a sign of Christ’s peace.

May the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, embrace you with Love and the Fire of the Holy Spirit,
Your in Christ, praying for All of you in daily Holy Mass,

+ Stanislaw Jan Dziuba, OSPPE
Bishop of Catholic Diocese of Umzimkulu    
visit: www.umzimkulu.info
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