
5th Sunday of Easter. MASS PRAYERS AND READINGS. 
MOTHER’S DAY

“Jesus said to Thomas "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Dear Families, 
The Sundays of Easter pass by in continued reflection on the mystery of
the one God who is Father of all, Crucified and Risen Lord, and Spirit of 
Love, and the mystery of the Church, built of living stones on the 
foundation of Jesus Christ. Every Sunday readings and prayers bring us
deeper into the Life of God and the life of the Church, of which we are 
members, through our Baptism, as well we are sent to proclaim the 
Good News to others, and to serve people using the gifts and skills we 
have received from God, especially in this time of pandemic of 
Coronavirus in our Communities.
May Every Family finds the ways of love and care for the family 
members  and for the neighbours, so that Jesus will be for all: The Way, 
the Truth and the Life. 

Prepare small table, covered with white cloth. Place Cross, candles, 
religious pictures and the Bible on it – to become small altar of your 
Family. Distribute the tasks of presiding, singing, reading of the Word of 
God, intercessions to family members.

Opening Song: …………………...

Presider:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
All: And with your spirit.

P: We have gathered together as  a Family to raise to God our gratitude for his life and the gifts we 
have received, as well to ask for his blessing and continues love and mercy for ech one of us. So let
us now open our hearts to his merciful love to cleanse us and prepare us for family worship of our 
Lord  and listening to his words and applying it to our own lives. Now let us pray with humble hearts:

P: Lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and the Father: Lord, have Mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
P: Lord Jesus, you heal the woulds of sin and division: Christ have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
P: Lord Jesus, you the Way, the Truth, the Life and you intercede for us to your Father: Lord have 
mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.

ALL: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. 
Amen.  
Glory to God in the highest….. is prayed/sung. 

Opening Prayer:
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Presider:
Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the paschal mystery within us, that those you were pleased 
to make new in Holy Baptism, may, under your protective care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life 
eternal. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 

Suitable Song before readings: ……………

READINGS:
READING I:  Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Exult, you just, in the LORD;
praise from the upright is fitting.
Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
Upright is the word of the LORD,
and all his works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right;
of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him,
upon those who hope for his kindness,
To deliver them from death
and preserve them in spite of famine.

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

2nd Reading: First Peter 2:4-9
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

All stand up for the reading of the Gospel.

Gospel: John 14:1-12

The family members sit down to reflect on the word of God, all have
heard. Which words touched your heart, gave light to your life
challenges – share with others.

The Profession of Faith:  you can use the “Apostles
Creed”
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INTERCESSIONS: 

Presider

Dear Family Members,  as God’s holy people, called out of darkness into his wonderful light, let us put our faith in the 
Father of Jesus and pray for his blessing on the whole of world, especially on those who are suffering and on our whole 
family.

Reader

1. For the human family in all its diversity, that the Spirit of Jesus will draw us together in peace and reveal to all people 
the true face of God – in working together for the common good, Let us pray to the Lord.

2. For those who see Jesus Christ as a stumbling block on the path of life, that they will come to recognise him as the 
cornerstone on whom they can build up their lives with confidence, Let us pray to the Lord.

3. For Church leaders around the world, that like the Twelve Apostles in Jerusalem they will be guided by the Spirit to 
respond to the new challenges of present trials of the coronavirus pandemic through new ministries and activities the 
Church needs for today, Let us pray to the Lord.

4. For the members of the Government and all involved in Health and Social services, that they will collaborate in their 
support and service for the common good of all, and the protection of the poor, Let us pray to the Lord.

5. For mothers and grandmothers at every stage of their lives, that love will abound for them more and more, even 
through times of personal difficulty and grief, Let us pray to the Lord.

6. For women and children ensnared in the criminal world of human trafficking, that they will be set free from their 
servitude and be enabled to embark on new and fulfilling lives, let us pray to the Lord.

7. For those who suffer from Coronavirus, and all sicknesses, that they will receive the support and understanding they 
need from health care workers, their families and the wider community, let us pray to the Lord.

9. For the deceased from our family …. and community…..  and because of corona virus…. and for those whose 
anniversary of death occurs around this time, that they will be welcomed into the many rooms prepared for them in the 
Father’s house, Let us pray to the Lord.

Presider

Good and Holy God, you gave us your Son Jesus to be the way that leads to you, the truth that sets us free, the life that 
fills us with joy. Deepen our faith in him until the day we see you face to face. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

MOTHER’S DAY PRAYERS
“My son, keep your father’s commandment, and forsake not your mother’s teaching.” 
                                                                                                                            ( Proverbs 6:20) 
Hold My Mother Close

Heavenly Father, hold my mother close to your Heart
As we hold her close to mine. Let her know today and every day
How much we love her. Lord, comfort her mind and reassure her
that her motherly care was everything we needed and wanted
And that we love her dearly.

Lord, comfort her body as she ages and grant her health and
Vitality as she goes through her days here on earth. Bring all
Good things to my precious mother, dear God, and bless her
Every day, in every way. Amen!
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Holy Mary

Holy Mary, Mother of Our Lord Jesus,
Hear my prayer for my own dear mother.
Take her hand as I hold her in my heart and mind.

Let the strength you have known as a mother
Fill her body. Let the devotion you feel for our Lord
Fill her heart. Let the grace that surrounds you
Fill her spirit. Holy Mary, may your divine presence
In my mother’s life, today and every day, bring her joy
And peace forever. Amen.

A Prayer for Grandmothers

We thank You, God, for all of the grandmothers who are here today.
Their love and wisdom have helped to shape us into who we are,
and we have learned about how to love You and how to love each other
through their example.

Bless each of them with long life and show us all how to
honor them in ways that would let them know how much they mean
to us and that would also be pleasing in Your sight. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer:
Gathering these prayers together, as well as those we hold in the silence of our hearts,
we pray in the words that Jesus taught us.
Our Father...

                  Prayer to stop the Coronavirus
Almighty and Merciful Father, who show your love to all your creation. We come before you
asking for a quick control of the Corona Virus currently ravaging our world. Hear graciously
the prayers we make for those affected by the virus in various parts of the world. Grant
healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead and consolation to the bereaved families. We pray
that an effective medicine to combat the sickness be speedily found. We pray for the relevant Governments and Health 
Authorities that they take appropriate steps for the good of the people. Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us our 
failings.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

An Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori
All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to
be separated from You. Amen
 Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia!
for he whom you were worthy to bear, Alleluia!
has risen as he said, Alleluia!
Pray for us to God, Alleluia!

Final Blessing
All pray: May the great Shepherd of the flock, by the blood that sealed an eternal covenant, bless us and 
keep us safe, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and in the Name of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN

Praise the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia.         Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Yours in Christ, with prayers for All of you,

Bishop Stanislaw Jan Dziuba, OSPPE
Catholic Diocese of Umzimkulu 
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